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PS AL. XXXii. 37. 
Mark the Perſect Man, and be bold the 
Upright : for the End of that Man 


ts Peace. 


| Beloved Chriſtians, 


E are now met on a mournful Occaſion, 
The Wiſe-man tells us, that 7 better to 
go to the Houſe of Mourning, than to the 
Houſe of Feaſting : becauſe that is the End 
of all Men, and the Living will lay it to hu Heart. 

Eccl. 7. 2. And that we may lay this awful Provi- 

dence to Heart, that we are now under, and ſo lay\ir 

to Heart as to inprove it for the good of our Souls, I 

have choſen this Text; wherein true Gedlineſs is re- 

commended to us, from the conſideration of the happy 

End that does attend it. The end of it will be Peace 

and Bleſſedneſs: and therefore the Pſalmiſt calls on us 

to obſerve it, that we may be excited, and thereby per- 
ſwaded, to live a godly Life, Mark (faith he) che 

Perfett Man, and behold the Upright : for the End of 

that Man is Peace. 

That this was the Scope of the Royal Prophet in this 

lace, we may learn from the Context, by looking 
ck to v. 34, Where we have an Exhortation to the 

Duties of Piety and cloſe walking with GOD, in theſe 

words, Wait on the Lord, and keep bis Way, Which 

Exhortarion is enforc'd by two Morives. 

1. By the . 8 Advantages that attend it; tis the 
way to long Life and Proſperity here: For ſuch Per- 
ſons ſhall inherit the Earth, when the Wicked are cut 
off; as David declares from his own Obſervation 
v. 34, 35, 36. Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, an 
he ſhall exalt thee to inherit the Land, when the Wicked 
are cut off, thou ſhalt ſee it. T have ſeen the Wicked in 
great power, and ſpreading himſelf like a green Bay-tree. 
Jet be paſſed away, and lo, he was not f yea, T ſought * 

; 2 ons 


7 A Funeral Sermon, 


} 
j 
ö 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ö 
i 
. 
N 
i 


but he could not be found. This was David's Obſerva- 
tion in his time; and the like may be made in ours 
alſo : For the thing that hath been (as Solomon ſpeaketh) 
is that which ſhall be: and that which is done, is that 
which ſhall be done ; and there is no new thing under the 
Sun, Eccl. 1. 9. The Wicked proper in our days as 
well as in David's, when at the ſame time Godly Men 
are diſcourag d. Bur mark the Iſſue: The Wicked's 
Proſperity is but for a ſhorr ſeaſon ; tis like the crac- 
kling of Thorns under a Por, ir makes a loud noiſe 
bur is ſoon over: whereas Good Men that are vex'd 
by em, do many times ourlive their Proſperity, and ſee 
their Downfall, and ſo inherit the Land, when the 
Wicked are cut of So it was in David's time, and 
ſo *ris in ours, for the World is no Changeling. 

2. "Tis enforced, nor only from the preſent Advan- 
rage that attends ir in this Life, but alſo from the 
different Ends of the Godly and the Wicked; as in 
my Text, and the Verſe following, Mark the Perfect 
Man, and behold the Upright ; for the End of that Man 
#s Peace. But the Tranſgreſſours ſhall be deſtroy'd toge- 
ther : the End of the Wicked ſhall be cut off. In this 


World the Wicked have their Bands, they aſſociate in 


Companies, their number is not ſmall ; bur tho' Hand 
jon in Hand, the Wicked ſhall not go unpuniſh'd ; they 
thall be deftroy'd, and that with * ul deſtruction, 
when their End cometh, or when they come to die; 
for then they ſhall die -w Deaths at once, the Death 
of the Body, and the Death of the Soul, and ſhall be 
punith'd with ever/aſting baniſhment from the preſence 
of the Lord : whereas the Godly ſhall have a different 


End; for the End of ſuch a one is Peace: as in my 


Text, Mark the Perfect Man, and behold the Upright : 

for the End of that Man is Peace. | 

In the words we have obſervable theſe two things, 
(1,) The Deſeription of a Godly Man; and, (2.) Ihe 
Preſcription of a profitable Duty with reference to him, 
(1.) Here's the Deſeription of a Godly Man, who is 
deicrib'd as a perfe# and upright Man, and one whoſe 
End is Peace. And fo he is Jeſcrib d. a qualitate & 
felicitate, from the quality of his Diſpoſition he is per- 
a _— 
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fe atd wpright 3 and from the Felicity or happineſs 
of his condition, his End is Peace. I ſhall ſpeak di- 
ſtinctly to both of theſe Heads. 

1. He is deſcrib'd 4 qualitate from the quality of his 
Diſpoſition, he is perfect and upright; (mark rhe Per- 
felt Man, and behold the Upright.) Had the Pſalmift 
only faid, behold the Upright, it would have been in- 
telligible, and we ſhould eaſily have known his mean- 
ing: But what does he mean when he ſaith, Mark the 
Perfett Man ? for there's no Man perfect in this Life. 
Does not So/omon tell us, there x no Man living that 
firmeth not, 1 Kin. 8. 46. And St. Fames tells us, that 
in many things we offend all, Jam. 3. 2. And St. John 
tells us, that sf we ſay we have no fin, we decrive our 
ſelves, and the Truth # not in ws, F mw 1.8. So that 
there's no Man or Woman in the World, of whom it 
can be ſaid, that they are perfect: What then doth the 
pſalmiſt mean when he ſaith, Behold the perfect Man ? 
To this I ſhall anſwer both negatively and poſitively. 

1. neg. There is no Man Legally perfe#. The Law 
requires Sinleſi Obedience ; and curſeth every one that 
continueth not in af things written in the to do 
them, Gal. 3. 10, Sc. and no ſuch Man is to be found 
on Earth, There be ſome indeed that pretend to Per- 
fection, but I never yet heard that they could produce 
any one of their Party that was fo. St. Paul, and the 
Chriſtians in his time, were godly Perſons, and per- 
haps as eminent for Grace and Holineſs as any that 
live in our days, yet they had not attain'd to Perfecti- 
on, as St. Paul declares for himſelf in particular, Phil. 
3. 12. Net as th I had already attained, either were 
already perfect, &c. To talk of Perfection in this Life, 
whilſt we carry about with us a Body of Sin, and have 
to do with an enſnaring 3Yor/d, and tempting Devil, 
is perfect Deluſion and Enthuſiaſm : And therefore 
David, in my Text, does not call on us ro caſt our 
Eyes on ſuch an one, that is without Sin, for no ſuch 
Perſon is to be found in the World. We have all of 
us our Failings; we are Men, and not Angels. Let 
any one tell me, whether in his moſt folemn Devotion 
he is not troubled with vain Thoughts: And let l 


. * 
nen 2 
ar + m—_ 


n 


— — 
— 


— — 
— — 


I 


A Funeral Sermon. 


wes . Www"; AS it. ae 
— „„ 
* 


tell me again, whether this is not Sin. But I need 
not inſiſt on this Head in this Audience; you are all 
of you, ſurely, perſwaded, that there is no Man Le- 
ally perfect; there is no Man that lives without Sin. 
his therefore is not the meaning of the words, Mark 
the perfect, or Sinleſs Man. Therefore, 

2. poſ. We are to underſtand the words of m 
Text of Evangelical Perfection, which is nothing elſe 
bur Uprigbeneſ, and conſiſts in a ſincere and conſcien- 
tious Obſervance of God's Commandments; which 
ſhall be accepted rhro' Chriſt the Mediator, tho' it be 
attended with manifold Infirmities: For ſo is the Pro- 
miſe, 2 Cor. 8. 12. F there be firſt a willing Mind, it 
1j accepted according to what a Man hath, and not ac- 
cording to what he hath not, Which holds true, nor 
only as to Acts of Charity, but in all other Acts of 
Goſpel Obedience; as may be gather'd from a parity of 
Reaſon, and the whole renure of Scriprure. Thus 
Abraham is ſaid to have offered up his Son Iſaac, tho 
he did ir not, becauſe he had a willing Mind, and 
God accepted the Hi for the Deed, Heb. 11.17. And 
ſo here, if we have a willing Mind, if we ftrive after 
Perfection, and defire to attain it, God will accept the 
il for the Deed, and call us by the name of perfect 
Perſons, as we find the Saints are call'd in Scripture, 
who were, at beſt, but upright Perſons, and had their 
Faults and Failings. Thus Noah, Abraham, Fob, Da- 
vid, Aſa, and others, are call'd Perfe& Perſons, and 
yer they were not without Fault. *Tis ſaid of Noah, 
that he was a Perfect Man, Gen. 6. 9. Theſe are the 
Generations of Noah ; Noah was a juſt Man, and Per- 
fect in hu Ceneration, &c. Yet Noah had his Faults, 
witneſs his abominable Drunkenneſs and Inceſt. A- 
braham is call'd the Father of the Fuss hal, who in the 
Scripture account are all perfect; yet Abrabam their 
Father was not ſinleß, and without Fault; he ſtag- * 
gered thro' Unbelief in d-nying his Wife, and bidding 
her ſay, ſhe was his Sifter, when with Child, as cis 
ſuppos d, with the promiſed Seed, and thereby expos d 
her to great Temptation, Gen. 20. Fob likewiſe is 
faid to be a Perfect Man, Fob 1, 8. And the Lord ſaid 


unto 


PRI a. 


A Funeral Sermon. 


unto Satan, haſt thou confidered my Servant Job, that 
there is none like bim in the Earth, a Perfett and an 
Upright Man? Vet Fob was guilty of great Impatience 
when he curſed the Day of his birth, Fob 3. 3, &c. 
David alſo, that man after God's own Heart, profeſſerh 


for himſelf, that he will behave himſelf wiſely, and in 


a perfect way, Plal. 101. 2. and yet he had Soul-woun- 
ding Sins, witneſs the Inſtance of Bathſbeba and Uriah. 
In like manner is ſaid of 4/a, that he was Perfect, 
2 Chron. 15. 17. Nevertheleſi the Heart of Ala was Per- 
feR all hu days, &c. How was he Perfect? Was he free 


from Sin ? No, that's not the meaning, for in the next 


Chapter ate recorded three Sins of his together, viz. 
that he reſted on the King of Hria, that he committed 
the Lord's Prophet to the Priſon, and that in his ſick- 
neſs he truſted in Phyſicians more than God. When 
therefore tis ſaid, his Heart was perfect, the meaning 
is, that for the main, and in the general courſe of his 
Life, he was a Perfect Man, i. e. an Upright Man; for 
the Text ſpeaks only of Evangelical Perfection, as is 
lain from the Inſtances of his Sins recorded. And 
tis in this ſence that we are to underſtand the Words 
of my Text, when David ſaith, Mark the Perfect Man, 
ij. e. mark the Vprighe Man: And fo David explains 
himſelf in the following Clauſe, where he lets us know 
that by his Perfection he means Uprightneſi. Leſt any 
ſhould miſtake him when he ſaith, Mark the Perfect 
Man, he explains his meaning in the next Clauſe, (and 
behold the Upright) which Clauſe is Exegetical of the 
former, and 10 both Expreſſions come to one and the 
ſame thing; for David's Perfect Man is no other than 
an Uprighe Perſon, and many ſuch there in the 
World. And ler this ſuffice for the Deſcription of 4 
Godly Man from the quality of his Diſpoſition, He is 
Perfect, he is Upright. | 

" 2. He is deſcrib'd from the Felicity of his Condi- 
tion, his End is Peace: Mark the Perfect Man, and 
behold the Upright ; for the End of that Man # Peace. 
By his End here, we are to underſtand his Death, and 
what follows after in the next Life, and when there 
ſhalt be an End of him in this World. This End is 


* 


Peace; | Q. Now 


On 


Now here's another Queſtion, What is meant 
by this Peace that my Text ſpeaks of, which Upright 
Perſons ſhall enjoy when they come to die ? 

Ad to this I anſwer, The Word Peace is of lar 
import, and is ſomerimes taken, in a ſtri# ſence, 55 
Peace and Tranquility in a Man's own Breaſt and 
Mind; and ſometimes more /argely, for a ſtare of H 
ineſs. And the End of the Godly ſhall be Peace in 
reſpects. | 


1. They bave Peace and Tranquility of Mind. when 


they come to die, and are not in ſuch doubts and fears 
of their Salvation as the Wicked are, which is no ſmall 
Blefling. Tis true, there be many Godly Perſons, 
that having not artain'd ro the Grace of Aſſurance, do 
go out of this World under Doubts and Fears; bur 
even theſe Perſons are in Peace with God, and fo have 
ground of Peace, tho they know ir not, and perhaps 
thro' their own fault, for want of duly examining their 
Hearts and Lives, and comparing both with the Word 
of God. Bur then, on the other hand 'ris as true, that 
there be multitudes of Godly Perſons, that have great 
Peace in their Souls on their Death-bed, and a firm 
Perſwaſion that they ſhall go to Glory; and many ſuch 
Perſons might be named. Our Deceaſed Friend, whoſe 

uneral Solemnities we are now attending, tho” he ex- 
preſs d no Raptures in his Sickneſs, yet he had a well- 
grounded Hope, and much Peace within: And this, no 
doubt, is one part of the Peace that my Text ſpeaks 
of, that Upright Perſons do enjoy at their End; they 
have Peace of Conſcience. 

2. The Word Peace has alſo ſometimes a larger 
fignification, and does not only ſigaiſie Peace of Mind, 
Peace of Conſcience, bur is taken more generally for 
Proſperity, Happineſs, and all that is good. Thus in 
the common Salutation among the Jews, Peace be with 


you, i. e. all Happineſs, all Proſperity attend you. And 


the End of the Godly, of the Upright Man, is Peace 
alſo in this reſpect ; for when he dies, he enters into a 
State of N 3 his Soul does immediately paſs in- 
to Glory; for which reaſon St. Paul deſired to depart 
bence, and to be with Chriſt, Phil. 1. 23. The Souls of 
t the 
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the Godly ate carried at Death by Angels into Hea- 
ven, into Abraham's Roſom, as the expreſſion is, Luke 
16. 22. And as for their Bodies, the ſe enter intoreſt ; 
for in the Grave they are quiet; there the Wicked 
ceaſe from troubling, and there the Mary are at reſt, 
Job. 3. 17. Accordingly in Scripture, the Death of 
the Godly is compared to a Sleep, 1 Theſ. 4. 14. And 
the Grave is compared to a Bed of reſt, Ila. 57. 2. 
Where ſpeaking of a Righteous Man at his Death, 
tis ſaid, He ſhall enter into Peace, they ſhall reſt in their 
Beds, i. e. in their Graves; and there they reſt till the 
general Reſurrection, and ſo are at Peace in this re- 
you Bur then their Souls, as before noted, have anos 
ther kind of Peace, being tranſlated into Heaven, be- 

ing car ed by Angels into the preſence of God, and of 
Chriſt the Redeemer, and to the Spirits of Fuſt Men 
made perfect, as we read Heb. 12. 23. where they are 
as happy as they can deſire, and their preſent State 
will admit of: Whereas the Souls of the MHicked, as 
ſoon as they die, are dragg d by Devils, like ſo many 
Priſoners, to the infernal Lake, and are forced to lift 
up their Eyes in Torment, as in the caſe of Dives, 
Luke 16. 23. 

Ap. Now this being ſo, that this is the difference 
between the Micked and the Godly, when they die, 
that the end of the one is Peace and Happineſs, and the 
end of the other Perplexity and Deſtruction: What 
greater Argument, what more powerful Motive can 
there be, than this is, to perſwade Perſons ro a Godly 
Life? which is the end of my mentioning theſe things 
now. And let this ſuffice for the tirſt part of my Text, 
namely, the Deſcription of a Godly Man, both from his 
Quality and his Felicity, 

2. Here's the Preſcription of a profitable Duty with 
reference to him ; and thar is, to mark and behold him. 
| Mark the perfect Man, and behold the Upright. Both 
Expreſſions come to one and the ſame thing; bur the 
Exhortation is dþubled, ro ſtir up our Attention, and 
to make us give the more heed, in order to convince 
us of the great uſefulneſs of this Duty, and the excel- 
lency of ir, as what is worthy of our diligent Obſer- 
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vation; Mark the Perfed Man, and behold the Upright, 
for the End of that Man is: Peace. Mark the Man, and 
mark his End. Obſerve him in his upright Walking ; 
and obſerve what Exit he makes. Mark the one for 
your Imitation, that you may tread in his Steps; and 
the other for your Encouragement, that you alſo may go 
on in the ways of Piety, whatever Diſcouragements you 
may for the preſent meet with. 

t, Mark the Perfect Man, and behold the Upright, 
that you may obferve his Holy Life, and imitate his 
Practice, Much good may be gained by obſerving 
the Lives of good Men. This will teach us many uſe» 
ful Leſfons, direct us in our Duty, and be as a Copy 
for us to wrire after ; and therefore we ſhould mark 
and obſerve their Lives, which will be vifible, whilſt 
they are in the World, and cannor be hid. *Tis true, 
we muſt not do good Works to be ſeen of Men: Bur 
tho' the Godly muſt not do good Works, like the Pha- 
riſees of old, to be ſeen of Men, and to get applauſe, 
which Chriſt condemns, Mat. 6. 1. yet they muſt do 
good Works that may be ſeen, and this in obedience ro 
Chriſt's Command, Mat. 5.17. Let your Light ſo ſhine 
before Men, that they may ſee your good Works, and glo- 
rifie your Father, which is in Heaven, And as good 
Works muſt be done by the Godly, that God may be 
_ ſo alſo that Men may be edified, and there- 

y provoked to follow their Example; and to this end 
we ſhould mark and obſerve them, and the Scripture 
makes it our Duty ſo to do, as in my Text, and di- 
verſe other places. Mark (laid David) the Perfect Man, 
and behold the Upright, i. e. mark him ſo, as to imi- 
tate his Practice, ro imitate his upright Converſation, 
So Fam. 5. 10, Take, my Brethren, the Prophets for an 
Example in ſuffering Afliction and Patience, &c. St. 
Paul frequently exhorts to this Duty, and calls on Be- 
lievers to take him for a Pattern, 1 Cor, 4. 16. Ibeſeech 
vou, be ye Followers of me. So Phil. 3. 17. Brethren, be 
Followers together of me, and mark them which walk ſo, 
as ye have us for an Example. Mark em! why fo? 
why, thar you may follow their Example, as he explains 
himielf, that you may iitate them in their Holy Lives. 

| In 
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In like manner he chargeth Gads People in his time 


to give a like deference unto their Paſtors, and to fol- 
low their Faith, Heb. 13. 7. From all which we may 
perceive, that tis a Scripture Duty, to mark and ob- 
ſerve the Lives of the Godly, that we may tread in 
their Steps. Examples uſually carry with them 2 
maighty force, 5 of ſuch as are above us. Said 
Bernard formerly, Validior eſt Operis quam oris vox. 
i. e. the Voice of Works is more powerful than that of 
Words. Seeing therefore we are ſo much addicted to 
Examples, God has complied with our Inclination, 
and made ir our Duty to follow good Examples, as in 
my Text, Mark the Perfect Man, and behold the Up- 
right, i. e. mark him ſo, as to obſerve his Life, and 
imitate his Practice. 

2. Mark the Perfect Man, and behold the Upright, 
that ſo you may obſerve at laſt what Exit he makes, 
and be encouraged in the ways of Holineſs from his 
happy Death; for the End of that Man is Peace, as my 
Text tells us. Perhaps his Life has been full of Trou- 
ble, for tis oft- times the lot of God's People ro meet with 
Trouble in this World, when at the ſame time their 
Ungodly Neighbours do thrive and flouriſh ; which 
was an eye- ſore to David, in his time, till he went in- 
to God's Sanctuary, and conſidered their end, Plal, 73, 
17. And, if I miſtake nor, twas this Thought, name- 


ly, the Godly Man's Affli tion, and the Wicked's Pro- 
ſperity in this World, that put him on compoſing the 


ſame of my Text; the ſcope whereof is, to vindicate 
God's Providence as to this particular, and to encon- 
rage Perſons to a Godly Life, notwithſtanding all this, 
For he ſhews that the Godly, in their Adverſity, arc in 
a better Stare than the Micked in their ſeeming Pro- 
ſperity. And moreover tells us, how he himſelf had 
made Obſervation, that the Wicked's Proſperity was 
ſeldom /ong-liv'd ; and that tho' they flouriſhed as a 
green Bay-Tree, they were ſoon gone, whilſt"rhe” Up- 
right did inherit the Land. But the great Argument 
he inſiſteth on is, the different Ends of the Godly and 
the'Wicked, For the Wicked, when they die, have 


Trouble in their Death, trouble of-Conſeience, and Hor- 
B 2 rou; 
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tour of Mind; or at leaſt have reaſon ſo ro have, from 


a fearful expectation of that Vengeance which belongs 
to them in 4 other World: Whereas rhe Godly Man 
hath Tranquility in his Soul, his End is Peace ; he hath 
ſweer Conſolation through Jeſus Chriſt, from the af- 
ſured Expettation of a bliſsful Eternity, when this Life 
is ended, which we ſhould mark and behold. And rho” 
we can't look with an Eye of Senſe into the other 
World, and ſee a Godly Man's Happineſs after his de- 
parture, which is the Work of Faith, yet we may fee 
and hear from others, his Behaviour and Carriage on 
his Death- Bed, and the good Hope that he has through 
Grace, and the happy peaceful End that he makes. 
And this we ſhould mark for our own Encouragement, 
that ſo we may nor faulter in the way of our Duty, tho 
we meet with difficulties in the way, For though the 
Wicked may proſper at preſent, when Godly Men have 
Reproach and Trouble, yer the ſtare of the later is pre- 
ferable to the former, becauſe of the different Ends of 
both. The Righreous Man hath Hope in his Death, 


his End is Peace, when 'tis quite otherwiſe with the 


Wicked; and this we ſhould mark for our Encourage- 
ment in the ways of Piety, whatever difficulries for the 
preſent we may meet with. Mark the Jerfett Man, 
and behold the Upright ; for the End of that Man is 
Peace. 


Application. 


I Have now gone through the Parts of my Text, and 

the Dottr;nal part of this Diſcourle : The general 
Improvement I ſhall make of ir, ſhall be in one word of 
Exhortation. | 

Exhor. Seeing the End of Upright Perſons is thus 
bleſſed, Let us be perſwaded, every one of us, to follow 
their Example, to imitate their Lives, that ſo our End 
may be like theirs, and that we may be bleſſed in our 
Death. To make uſe of the terms of my Text, Let 
us be Perfect, let us be Upright, and then our Exd will 
be Peace. 


By 


_— ———_—_—— 
— ' — — —_ »„— 
* "i * YZ 
— 


Funera 


— 


13 


— 


Sermon. 
By way of Direction, 


. Beg of Gad the Grace of Uprightnefi, Every good 
and perfect Gift cometh down from above, from the Fa- 
tber of Lights, James 1. 17. God therefore muſt be 

ſought unto for this Gift. An wpright Heart is much 
the ſame with the new Heart : Bur the new Heart is 


God's Gift, he claims it as his, Exel. 36. 26. And he 
hath alſo told us, he will be ſought unto for it, v. 37. 1. e. 


in the uſe of means, and eſpecially by Prayer, Pray 
therefore untc God to beſto on you the Grace of Up- 
rightneſs, ro bleſs you with the Gift of a new Heart, 
an Upright Heart, Cry out with David, Create in me 
4 clean Heart, O God : And renew a right Spirit within 
me, Plal. 51. 10. Without Grace in the Heart, you 
will never live an upright Life. 

2. Carefully obſerve the Commandments of God. Up- 
rightneſs of Life conſiſts in obſerving God's Preceprs ; 
for God's Precepts are the Rule of Uprightneſs. _ 
God's Precepts are ſer down in the Bible, therefore 
take the Holy Scriptures for the Rule of your Life. Live 
in the allowance of no Sin, that you know to be a Sin, 
nor in the neglect of any Duty, that you know to be 
a Duty: For if you do, it is inconſiſtent with Upright- 
neſs, Then, a David, ſhall I not be att when 
1 have Reſp: to all thy Commandments, Pſal. 119. 6. 

3. Act Faith on God's Alſufficiency, Whilſt Abra- 
ham was perſwaded of God's Alſufficiency, he was 
Perfect, he walk'd Uprizhe ; he left his Country, and 
his Kindred, and went he knew not whither, at God's 
bidding, But when he doubred of God's Alſufficiency, 
then he did prevaricate, and did nor walk uprightly, 
as in the Inſtance of denying hu Wife, and ſaying ſhe 
was his Siſter, for Fear that the Men of the Place 
would kill him. A firm Perſwaſion of God's Alſuffi- 
ciency is an excellent Means to make us Upright: 
And this was that which God himſelf propos'd to 
Abraham to make him upright, Gen. 17.1. I am the 
Almighty God (or the Alſufficient God,) walk before 
me, and be thou Perfect. 


4. Gee 
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4. Get a due Senſe of God's Omniſcience, The way 
to be Perfect, the way ro be Upright is, to walk be- 
fore God, as the Expreſſion is in that *'forequored 
place, Gen. 17. 1. i. e. to walk as in bs Sight, and 
under his View, having a lively Senſe of his Omniſci- 
ence on our Hearts, For did we ſeriouſly conſider, 
chat an Alſzeing Eye is upon us, does encompaſs our 
Paths, is preſent in our Cloſers, and in our Retirements, 
and taketh Notice of all that we do; we ihould have 
a care of ſtepping out of the way of our Duty, it 
would have a tendency to make us ſincere, to make 
us Perfect. | 

5. Meditate often on Death and Fudgment. The 
Thoughts of Death has a great tendency to promote 
and maintain upright walking, and to make us go on 
in the way of our Duty, whatever Diſcouragements 
we meet with. For 'tis but a little time, and all will 
be over. We muſt ſhortly die, and come to Fudg- 
ment, and then we ſhall with a thouſand rimes over, 
that we had been Perfect, that we had been Upright. 

6. Laſtly, If you would be Upright, then ne 


the Rule of my Text; Mark the Perfect Man, and be- 


hold the Upright. Obſerve the Lives of ſuch Perſons, 
and. rread in their Steps, and be Followers of them 
wherein they are Followers of Chriſt. 

I ſhould now conclude, bur I know it is expected 
before I draw to a cloſe, that I ſhould ſpeak ſomewhar 
of our deceas'd Friend, Mr. John Derbie, whoſe Death 
gave occaſion to this Diſcourſe, who was a very uſe- 
ful and deſirable Member of this Society, and not on- 
ly an Ornament, but a main Pillar and Support of it. 

He was of long ſtanding in the Houſe of God, ha- 
ving fear'd God, with Obadiah, from his Youth. He 
was not, like ſome, of an Unſteddy Mind, but kept 
comſt ant unto his Profeſſion without wavering, and 
was contented to take up the Croſt, when call'd to it; 
and has been exercis'd with ſome Tryals of that kind. 
He was not a Man of Talk only, but Deeds; and. 
ſhew'd his Faith by his H/orks. In ſhort, to make uſe 
of the Phraſe of my Text, I think I may juſtly ſay of 
him, he was a Perfect, and au Upright Man; = 
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chat deſerves our Obſervation, and whom the Provi- 


dence of God calls on us at this time to mark and be- 
hold; whether we conſider his Exemplary Life, or his 
comfortable Death. _ | 

If ſo be we caſt our Eyes on hs Life, and view him 
as he ſtood in Relation ro God, and in the Duties of 
Religion; and there, if we take a thorough view of 
him, we muſt needs pronounce him an Upright Per- 
ſon, worthy Imitation. | | | 

"He made conſcience of Cloſer Duty, and carefully 
obſerv'd it, a Duty much neglected in our Days. He 
conſtantly kept up Family Worſhip, by reading Prayers, 
and ſinging of Plalms, which laſt Dury is Almoſt bas 
niſh'd from Chriſtian Houſholds. He took Care to 
inſtruct his Family, and thoſe under his Charge, in 
the Principles of Religion, and had them catechiz'd 
every Week, and ſo train'd them up in the Ways of 
the Lord, for which Abraham was e by 
God in old time. 

And if we follow him from his own Houſe, to the 
Houſe of God, there we might meet him one of the 
Firſt ; and obſerve in him a Reverent Deportment 
during the Time of the Publick Worihip ; no fitting 
in Time of Prayer, no ſeeping in Time of Sermon, 
for he conſtantly took Notes BD rhe Maniſter, for 
the after-benekfit of himſelf and his Family. He was, 
in ſhort, a ſtrict Obſerver of the Lord's Day, and made 
the Sabbath his Delight. And he diligently improv'd 
all Opportunities of hearing the Word in Seaſon, and 


out of Seaſon. And when he liy'd in difficule Times, 


he cheerfully walk'd many Miles, no Weather preven- 
ting, in order to hear the Word preach d. And'fince 
a Lecture was ſet up in this Town, which owes its Be- 
ing chiefly ro him, he conſtantly attended, when he 
was able, and ſometimes when he was ſcarce' able, 
witneſs the laſt time he was at this Place. 

And as he abounded in Works of Piet), fo alſo in 
ſuch Duties as concern'd his Neighbour. He was an 
Upright, i. e. honeſt Man; fair in his Dealings, that 
would rather take than do Wrong, He was kind ro 


ſuch as were in Debt to him, and faln into decay, and 
. " freely 
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freely forgave many Debts. He was charitable th the 
Poor; and very free upon publick or private Occa- 
fions, when Application was made to him. And for 
the Support of this Meeting, there was none like him; 
none did ſo much as he, and God bleſs'd him above 
many. | | 

la ok: he was a loving Hasband, a kind Maſter, 
a cordial Friend, and a good Benefactor, and was 
ready and willing to do good to all, that were about 
him. 0 2 

But now this Uſeful Man is gone, this Upright Per- 
ſon is remov'd from us, and we ſhall ſee him no more. 
He has run his Race, his End is come ; and the leaſt 
we can do, is to drop a Tear upon his Grave. It 
was the Complaint of the Prophet of old, Iſa. 37. 1. 
The Righteous periſh, and no Man layeth it to Heart, 
and ' Merciful Men are taken away, none conſidering 
that the Rizhteous is taken from the Evil to come, 
What Evils God has deſigned for us I know not; but 
this I can tell you, that the Hearts of many Godly 
Perſons are filled with Fear; which is encreaſed by 
God's Houſing of late ſo many of his precious Servants; 
whoſe Death we ought to lay ro Hearr. 

We in particular of this Society have great reaſon 
to lament Mr. Derbie's Death; and though I will not 
make a Compariſon between him and Saul, yer give 
me leave to make uſe of one Expreſſion in David's La- 
mentation over Saul, 2 Sam. 1. 24. 7+ Daughters of 
Iſrael, weep over Saul, who clothed you, & c. In like 
manner, Ye Members of this Congregation, weep 
over Mr. Derbie, who made all things eaſie to you, 
though he rook the Burden on his own Shoulders, 
which you muſt now ſhare among your ſelves, 
Weep not for him, but for your ſelves, for he has 
made a comfortable Exit, and went out of the World 
in a good Old-age, having paſſed rhe Age of Man, 
and died with much Peace in his own Breaſt, and ! 
make no ſcruple to apply ro him the words of my 
Text, his End was Peace. And fo ſhall conclude, 
with an Exhortation with reference to him. 

A Mark 


— 


uy 


FAY — 


Mark in particular this Perfe# Man, and behold 
| this Upright Perſon, Mark his Life, and mark his 
| Death ; that you may imitate the one, and be encou- 
rag'd by the other. | | 

As to his Life; imitate him in his ſtrict Piety, and 
eloſe walking with God. He was of the old Purita- 
nical Stamp: He was ſtrict in his Morals, and pious 
in his Life, and was of ſuch a Catholick publick 
Spirit, that he conhn'd not his Love to one Party. 

Imitate him in his admirable Patience; who, tho! 
he ſuſtain'd many Loſſes, and ſome very conſiderable, 
was never obſery'd to fret, or murmur, or was there» - 
by rempred to neglect his Duty. 

Imitate him in his Acts of Charity, who was always 
ready ro help the Needy, both at Home and Abroad ; 
and has ſometimes ſpoke, by way of Approbation, of 
the ſingular Pemper of blind Mr. Couth, formerly of 
this Town, who, when concern'd for making a Col- 
lection for ſome charitable uſe, refus'd rhe mean Of- 
ferings of ſuch as could do better, and laid down 
himſelf what they offer'd to give; and I doubt nor 
bur Mr. Derbie trod in his Steps. 

Imitate him in his Pablick Spirit, and his Zeal for 
God's Houſe. He was nor of them, concerning 
whom the Apoſtle complain'd in his Time, that all 
minded their own Things, few, or none, the Things of 
Chri#t : Bur he naturally cared for the Church of God, 
and conſtantly attended our Church-meetings, and was 
very liberal in his Contributions, for rhe maintenance 
of God's Publick Worſhip, and I may venture to ſay, 
he loſt nothing by ir, for God made it up to him in 8 
1cmporals. | 2 

In a word, imitate him in his Upright Life ; and 
then you may expect ro make an happy and comfor- 
table End, as he did; and this according to the Words 
of my Text; Mark the Perfect Man, and behold the 
Uprigbt : for the End of that Man # Peace. 
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Advertiſement. 


THE Reader may wonder to 
ſee a Sermon, buried in Obl:- 
ion for Six Years, nom to come 
abrand in the World: But Mr. Der- 
bie and my Fatber Philips were in- 
timate Acquaintance; and therefore I 
have put them both together, 4. 
ing willing to keep their” Memory 
alive, % eig. 
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But none of theſe things move me, neither 
count I my Life dear unto my ſelf, ſo 
that I migbt frmſh my Courſe with 
Joy, and the Miniſtry, which I have 
received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtiſe 

the Goſpel of the Grace of God. 


N 


5 Y Deceaſed Father, who recommended 
: theſe Words unto me for the preſent 
. Occaſion, told me, that this Text was his 

Motto; a Motto, I confeſs, that is very 


"bt becoming a Goſpe/- Miniſter, who ſhould nor count his 
Life dear, ſo he can finiſh his Courſe with Foy. 

: The words of my Text are part of St. Paul's Fare- 

wel- Speech to the Elders or Presbyters of the Church 

. of Epheſus, whom he alſo calls Biſhops, v. 28. In our 


Travſlation tis Overſeers, but in the Original tis 
*Em10x , Biſhops; to whom he had ſent, as he 
ſtop d. at Miletus in his way to Feruſalem, to give him 
a meeting at that place, and where he made an ex- 
cellent Speech to them. | 

In that Speech of his, he appeals to their Conſcien- 

ces, for rhe faithful diſcharge of his Miniſtry amon 
them; how he had kept back nothing that was 9 
table ro them; how he had taught them publickly, and 
from Houſe t Houſe ; and declar'd to them the whole 
Counſel of God, gftifying both to the Jews, and alſo 
to the Greeks, Repentance toward God, and Faith to- 
ward our Lord Feſis Chriſt ; as you may ſee more at 
large from v. 17. to 21. | 
He alſo tells them in the ſame Speech, of his own 
Sufferings, and how that the Spirit * 
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Bonds and Aff ions did attend him wherever he came, 
v. 22, 23. And then follow the words of my Text, 
declaring his Pious Reſolution notwithſtanding, and 
how light he made of rheſe things, that he might finiſþ 
bis Courſe with Foy : But none of theſs things move me, 
neither count I my Life dear unto me, ſo that I may finiſh. 
my Courſe with Foy, and the Miniſtry, &c. 

(Bui none of theſe things move me,) What be thoſe 
thoſe things that the Apoſtle is here ſpeaking of? why, 
Bonds and Afflictions, of which he had been ſpeaking 
in the foregoing Verſes, None of theſe things (laid he) 


| move me, i. e. they don't deter me from my Duty, they 


dont move me from my purpoſe of Preaching the Go- 
ſpel wherever I come, tho' I am ſure to meer with 
Bonds and Afﬀtii&ions on the account of it. 

(Neither count I my Life dear unto my ſelf,) q. d. I 
am fo far from fearing Bonds and Afii@ions, that Lafn 
not afraid of Death it ſelf, the worft that can befal me 
in this World; I count not my Life dear unto me, that 
F may finiſh my Courſe with Foy; (my Courſe,) i. e. the 
Courſe of my Life; my Courſe as a Chriſtian, and my 
Courle as a Miniſter ; which larer he mentions more 
expreſly in che following words, (and the Miniſtry 
which I have receiv'd,) that I may alſo finiſh-this with 
Joy, which is to be ſupplied from the foregoing Clauſe; 
that I may finiſnh it wih Foy, i. e. that I may have the 
Tettimony of a good Conſcience when I come to die, that 
I have faithfally diſcharged my Duty; and nor only fo, 
but that I may alſo after Death obtain the End of my 
Hope, the Salvation aſany Soul, which is matter of Joy 
to all true Believers, | | [1 
here is one thing more in the opening of the words, 
that calls for a little Corfideration, and that is the De- 
ſeription which the Apoſtle gives of his Miniſtry which 
he deſcribes from its Author the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of 
whom he receiv'd it, (and the Miniſtry which I have re- 
ceiv'd of the Lord Feſws ; ) and alſo from the Subject- 
matter of it, which was (to teſtifie the Goſpel of the 
Grace of God) i. e. in ſhorr, to publiſh the Goſpel ; this 
was rhe Commiſſion, this the Miniſtry that he had te- 
ceiv'd from Chriſt; Where obſerve the Epither =_ 
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the Apoſtle here gives to the Goſpel ; he calls ir the 
Goſpel of the Grace of God. Why ſo? why, becauſe 
it ceſtifies of the Grace of God, becauſe it declares God's 
Grace in Chriſt to all penitent lelieving Sinners, and 
becaule it is a Doctrine that is wholly owing to God's 
Grace ; tis by Grace we are ſaved, Eph. 2. 8. Bur 
this briefly for opening of the Words. 

In my Text we have obſervable theſe two parts. 
1. The Apoſtles Scope and End that he aim'd at; 
and that was to finiſh his general Courſe of Chriſtia- 
ay, and the ſpecial Courle of his Miniſtry, with Foy. 
n 


, 

2. The light eſteem he made of Bonds and Aſflicti- 
ons, of Perſecution and Sufferings ; yea, and the loſs of 
Life it ſelf, ſo he might atrain this End. But none of 
theſe things move me, &c, The Doctrine I ſhall note 
to you from the Words, is this. | 

Doct. That if Goſpel-Miniſters can but finiſh their 
Courſe with Foy, they Mould not be diſcourag'd at Bonds 
and Afi ions, no, nor count their Lives dear unto them. 
I gather this from the inſtance of St. Paul, in the words 
of my Text, who in this reſpect is an excellent Pat- 
tern to all Goſpel-Miniſters. 

In proſecuting this Point, I ſhall take this Method; 
I ſhall ſhew, 

1. What Courſe, as Miniſters, we have to finiſh, and 
how we may finiſh this Courſe with Joy. ; 

2, Why we ſhould not be diſcourag'd at Bonds 
and AMictions, nor count our Lives dear unto us, ſo 
we finiſh this Courſe with Joy. And, 

3. Apply it to the preſent Occaſion, 

Firſt, I ſhall ſhew, what courſe as Miniſters we have 
to finiſh, and how we may finiſh this Courſe with Foy. 

We have a twofold Courſe, which we have to finiſh : 
The one more general, which belongs in common to 
Miniſters and private Chriſtians, and thar is the Courſe 
of Chriſtianity; and the other more ſpecial, and that 
is the Courſe of our Miniſtry, which belongs peculiar- 
ly to us as Miniſters. A Word briefly to each. 

1. Miniſters have a more general Courſe, which 
belongs to them in common with private 8 
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and that is the Courſe of Chriſtianity. The Life of a 
Chriſtian is compar'd in Scriprure to a Race or Courſe, 
This ſame Apoſtle does fo compare it, Heb. 12. 1. Let 
us run with Patience the Race that u ſet before uu. What 
Race? why, the Race of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, till 

we come to the End of ir. Let us run with Patience 
this Race, tho' we meet with Rubs and Difficulties in 
che Way. So in 1 Corinth. 9. 24. Know ye not, that 
they which run in a Race run all, but one receiveth the 
Prize; ſo run, that ye may obtain. (Know ye not,) 
The Apoſtle takes a Similitude from a Practice that 
was common in thoſe Days, ang appeals to themſelves. 
It ſeems the Romans and Corinthians had their Publick 
Games, at which they us'd to divert themſelves, 
known by the Names of the Olympian and Iſthmian 
Games, the later of which was proper to Greece. Now 
at theſe Games were ſeveral that ran Races, either on 
Foor, or on Horſeback, and the Reward was a Crown 
or Garland, which was hung up at the End of the Race, 
and thoſe that could firſt lay hold on it and take ir 
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and then we ſhall finiſh our Courſe with Foy. 

Among the Racers that ran formerly in the Ohm- 
[ns and I hmian Games, thoſe only finiſh'd their 

ace with Joy that won the Prize and obrain'd the 
Garland, And fo among Chriſtians, whether Mini- 
ſters or People, thoſe only do finiſh their Courſe with 
Foy, their Course of Chriſtianity, that ſo run, and fo 
live, as to obtain the Crown of Glory. In order where- 
to much Diligence is requir'd, for the Life of a Chri- 
ſtian is no Idle Life; as is plain from the Metaphor 
here uſed, it being compared to a Courſe or Race; for 
Racers uſually put forth all their Might, that ſo they 
may finiſh their Courſe with Foy, that ſo they may be 
crowned : And fo muſt Chriſtians, whether Miniſters 
or People, if they purpoſe to go to Heaven; hence that 
of our Saviour, Luke 13. 24. Strive to enter in at the 
ſtrait Gate, for many I ſay unto you will ſeek to enter in, 
but ſtall not be able. 


i 
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1 won the Prize. So our Chriſtianiry is compar'd to a 
1 Race, at the End whereof is a Crown of Glory; and 
7 we ſhould /o run, i. e. ſo live, that we may obtain, 


But 


8 


A Funeral Hermon. 


— 


But more particularly, If Miniſters would run their 

eneral Courle of Chriſtianity, ſo as to finiſh their 

ourſe with Foy, they muſt practiſe thoſe Duties, 
which they in their Sermons recommend ro others ; 
they muſt conform themſelves ro the Goſpel-Rule ; 
which Rule in ſhort teacheth us ro deny all Ungodli- 
neſs and worldly Luſts, and to live Soberly, Righteouſls, 
and Godly in this preſent World; as the Apoſtle moſt 
excellently ſums up the Duties of Religion, both to- 
ward God and roward Man, Tir. 2. 11, 12. For the 
Grace of God, which bringeth Salvatien, (meaning the 
Goſpel) hath appeared zo all Men, (all ſorts of Men, 
both Jews Fug Gentiles) teaching us, that denying 
Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live Soberly, 
Righteouſly and Godly in this preſent World, In which 
words the Duties of Religion are rank'd by the Apo- 
ſtle under two Heads : Some of 'em are Negative, 
others Poſitive, and both belong ro Miniſters as well 
as private Chriſtians. 

1. There are Negative Duties of Religion, which 
belong to us all, in common, as Chriſtians. And theſe 
are, to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts. Ungodli- 
neſ3 reſpects the firſt Table, and wor/dly Laſts the ſe- 
cond, We muſt abſtain from ungodly Practices, ſuch 
as the Conrempr of God and his Worſhip, the pro- 
phaning his Sabbath, the raking his Name 1n vain, rhe 
omiſſion or careleſs performance of ſuch Duties, pub- 
lick or private, as do more immediately belong to 
God. All this we muſt abſtain from, we muſt deny 
Ungedlineſ;, and not only ſo, bur worldly Luſts alſo, 
which Phraſe reſpecteth the ſecond Table-Duries. We 
muſt abſtain from all lewd and diſhoneſt Practices, 
whereby we defraud or wrong our Neighbour, deal 
injuriouſly or unmercifully with him, or otherwiſe 
than we would be dealt with, ſuppoſing our ſelves in 
his Circumſtances, We muſt Ale abſtain from all 
ſuch Practices, whereby we abuſe and diſhonour our 


own Bodies, by Uncleanneſs, Drunkennefs, and ſuch» 


like, which Men are oft-rimes prompted to by their 


own Luſts, which Luſts are common in the World, 


and therefore are called HWorldly Luſt;, "22 
D Now, 
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- Now, all that would run the Chriſtian Race, and 
would ſo run, that they may obtain, muſt carefully 
abſtain from theſe things, namely, Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, for theſe will keep us out of Heaven, 

hey are like a High, that will clog us in our way, 
which we muſt throw off 3 ro which purpoſe is t hat of 
the Apoſtle, Heb. 12.1, Let us lay aſide every Weight, 
and the Sin which doth ſo eaſily beſet us, (that Luſt 
which we are moſt addicted to,) and let w run with 

Patience the Race that is ſet before us. But this briefly 
for the Negative Duties. | 

2, The Poſitive Duties of Religion are theſe three: 
Jo live Soberly, Righteoufly, and Godly in the World : 
Soberly with reſpect to our ſelves, Righteouſly with 
reſpect ro our Nezghbour,,and Godly with reſpect to 
God and his Worſhip. The whole w/ our Duty, as ro 
the Poſitive part of it, may be comprehended under 

thele three — 4 

1. If we would finiſh our Courſe with Foy, we muſk 
live Soberly. Sobricty in the general is the modera- 
tion of our Affections in the purſuit of all Earthly 
things : Ir is the * our Appetites, Affections and 

Patizons within due Bounds. Ihe nature of this Vir- 
tue lies in Moderation, and it hath for its Object many 
- things, ſuch as Meat, Drink, Recreation, Apparel, 
Sleep, and the like, We muſt keep under our Bodies, 
our Appetites and Affections, and bring them in Sub- 
jection to the Rules of God's Word. We muſt live 
$oberly, this is one Leſſon which the Goſpel teacheth. 

2. If we would finiſh our Courſe with Toy, we muſt 
live Kizhteouſly, Ir is not enough for Perſons to be 

Sober in their Converſations, ro be no Glutrons, no 
Drunkards, to keep under their Paſſions, and to keep 
within the bounds of Moderation, as to the Enjoy- 
ments of this Life: But if they would be numbred 
with good Chriſtians, they muft be Fuſt alſo ; for the 
Goſpel teacheth us this Leſſon, that we ſhou'd live 
' Righteouſly as well as Soberly, Now the Rules cf 
Righteouſneſs are ſuch as theſe: To injure no Man, 
either in his Perſon, Name, or Eſtate ; or if we have 
wrong d him, to make him ati fadtion; to give to 
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every one his Due, that which is due to him either by 
Promiſe or Contract, or any juſt Title: In a word, to 
do to others as we would be dealt with, which is the go 
den Rule of Juſtice, which if we obſerve, we ſhall ne- 
ver fail of living Righteouſly, and performing our Duty 
toward our Neighbour in all reſpects. | 

3. If we would finiſh our Courſe with Joy, we 
muſt live Godly ; we muſt mind thoſe Duties that more 
immediately concern God and his Worſhip ; ſuch as 
Repentance toward God, and Faith toward our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, a due ſanctifying of the Sabbath, and gi- 
ving attendance on publick+Worſhip, the ſetting up 
the Worſhip of God in our Houſes, 2 with good 
Foſhua, that we and our Houſes (whatever others do) 
will ſerve the Lord, neither muſt we neglect Cloſet- 
Devotion: But thou, when thou prayeſt, nter into thy Clo- 
ſet, ſaid Chriſt; Mar. 6. 6. All this is included in lis 
ving Godly, which is another Leſſon that the Goſpel 
reacherh ; reaching us, that denying. Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, we ſhould live Soberly, Righteouſly, and 
Godly in the World ; which if we do, and abound in 
the practice of theſe Duties, holding out r the End, 
this is the way to finiſh our general Courſe with Foy, 
to have the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience when we 
come to die, and ſo torun, as to obtain a never-fadin 
Crown of Glory, which muſt necds be atrended wk 
unſpeakable Joy. 

2. Miniſters have a more ſpecial Courſe, which be- 
longs peculiarly ro themſelves ; and that is the Caurſe 
of their Miniſtry, which is an Office they have re- 
ceiv'd from the Lord, and rp which my Text points in 
particular, in that Clauſe, (And the Miniſtry, which 1 
have receiv'd of the Lord Feſus, to teſtifie the Goſpel of 
the Grace of God). "Tis the Miniſter's Work to reſtifie 
the Goſpel of the Grace of God, to acquaint Sinners with 
the method of Salvation, with the Grace and Mercy 
of God through Chriſt, how ready God is to receive 
penirent rerurning Sinners, to pardon their Sins, and 
juitifie their Perſons, upon believing : For what is it to 
preach the Goſpel, but to tell Sinners, that if they re- 
pent and believe in Chriſt, and perſevere in Faith and 
65 D 2 | Ho- 
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Holineſs to the End, they ſhall be ſaved. For ſo ſaith 
the Scriprure, Mar. 16. 16. AR. 3. 19. Mat. 24. 13. 
This then is a work peculiar unto Miniſters, namely, 
Authoritatively to preach the Goſpel, and to treat with 
Sinners about a Reconciliation between God and them. 
They have a Commiſſion from God to this purpoſe, and 
accordingly are ſtiled God's Ambaſſadors, 2 Cor. 5. 20. 
Now then we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as tho" God did 
beſeech you by us, we —— you in Chriſt's ftead, be ye re- 
conciled unto God. This is the Miniſtry chat we have 
receiv'd, and it is a Race and Courſe that we are to run, 
from the time of our entring into the Miniſtry till the 
day of our Death, unleſs God diſable us. 

Ad chere is a I that lies at the end of this Race, 
and that a threefold Joy. 

1. pre Foy of Succeſs, or that Joy that ariſeth from 
the Succels of our Labours, when God is pleas'd to 
make us inſtrumental in the Converſion. of Sinners. 
*Tis matter of Joy to faithful Minsſters,to {ee their La- 
bours crown'd with Succeſs, ro be made inſtrumental 
in plucking ſome as Brands from the burning, and 
tranſlating them out of the Kingdom of Satan into the 
Kingdom of Chriſt. 

2. The Joy of a good Conſcience, or a Joy that a- 
riſeth from a ſenſe of the faithful diſcharge of our Du- 
ty. When Miniſters faithfully diſcharge their Truſt, 
their Conſciences bear 'em this Witneſs, that they do 
ſo; and this breeds in em an inward Foy, ſuch a Joy as 
a Stranger dorh not intermeddle with. Our rejoycing, 
faith the Apoſtle, ; thu, the Teſtimony of our Conſcierke, 
Sec. 2 Cor. 1. 12. 

3. The Joy of a Crown of Righteouſneſs, a Crown of 
Glory, which God hereafter will beſtow on all his 
faithful Miniſters, as St. Paul ſhews us from the in- 
| ſtance of himſelf, 2 Tim. 4.7, 8. I have fought a'good 
Fight, I bave finzſhed my Courſe, &c. What Courle ? 
why, his general Courſe, as a Chriſtian, and his / 
cial cent as a Miniſter ; no doubt he took in both of 
'em. And what follows? Why, henceforth, ſaid he, is 
laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge ſhall give me at that day; and not 
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to me only, but to all them alſo that love his appearing. 
Sr. Paul, in running his Minifterial Race, had this Foy in 
his Eye, namely, to obtain a Crown of Righteouſneſ3, a 
Crown of Life, as tis elſewhere called, ad a Crown of 
Glory; that ſo, whilſt h:5mſe/f preached to others, he might 
not become a Caſtaway, as he expreſſes it, 1 Cor. 9. 27. 

So then there is a threefel/d Toy that lies at the end 
of this Race; and if we that are Miniſters would 
take of this Foy, we muſt rake beed ro our Miniſtry, 
and more particularly, 

1, We muſt manage our Work with Prudence; and 
this is the way to have the Joy of Succeſi. As Prudence 
chiefly lies in this, namely, in adapting fit means unto 
the End, ſo Miniſters muſt condeſcend to the People's 

Capacity, and ſo order their Diſcourſes and Sermons, 


as they may beſt anſwer their End. Now the End of 


our Miniſtry is the Converſion and Salvation of Sinners; 


the Calling of ſome, the Edification of others, the Sal- 


vation of all. And Prudence will direct us to ſuir our 
Diſcourſes totheſe Ends z to have Mi for Babes, and 
Meat for ſtrong Men; to have Reproofs and Counſels, 


and Conſolations, as the Matter doth require; and, 


in a word, to give to every one their Meat in due ſea- 
ſon, which is the part of a wiſe Servant and Steward 
over God's Houſhold, as our Saviour acquaints us, 
Mat. 24. 45. Who then is a faithful and wiſe Servant, 


whom his Lord hath made Ruler over his Houſe, to give to 


every one their Meat in due ſeaſon. Thoſe that do fo 
are [tke to have the greateſt Succeſs. 

2. We muſt manage our Work with Faithfulneſi : 
And this is the way to have the Joy of a good Conſcience, 
If Miniſters are not Faithful ro their Truſt, but in- 
ſtead of declaring the whole Counſel of God, and di- 
ſtributing Cenſures as there is occafion, they uſe Par- 
tiality, and are Men-plealers, and ſo do dawb with 
Untemper'd Mortar; what Peace of Conſcience, 
what Joy and Rejoycing, ariſing from the Teſtimony 
of a good Conſcience, can ſuch Perſons have, when 


they come to die! If therefore we would have the 


Joy of a good Conſcience, we muſt manage our Work 


Qualification in thoſe 
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Then ſaid Fefin unta by Diſciples, If any Man will come 


that are Stewards, as St. Paul tells us, 1. Cor. 4. 2* 
Moreover, it n required in Stewardi, that a Man be 
found Faithful. 2 r 

3. Laſtly, We muſt alſo manage our Work with 
Diligence, and this unto the End; and this is the way 
to have the Joy of an Eternal Reward. And thus 
much our Saviour intimates in thoſe Words of his, 
Mat. 24. 46. Bleſſed that Servant whom hu Lord, 
when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing, namely, giving his 
Houſhold Meat in due Seaſon. - Such an one ſhall be 
Bleſſed, he ſhall receive a Crown of Righreouſneſs, a 
Crown of Glory, which is laid up for all Prudent, 
Fairhful 'and laborious Miniſters, as Sr. Paul ſhews 
us from his own Example, 2 Tim. 4. 8. Henceforth 
there j laid up for me a Crown of Riphteouſneſs, which 


the Lord, the righteou Fudge, ſhall give me at that Day, 


St. Paul was a diligent laborious Preacher ; as he 
charg'd Timothy to be very laborious in his Miniſtry, 
To Preach the Word, to be inſtant in — and out of 
Seaſon, 2 Tim. 4. 2. ſoghe was a Practitioner of his 
own Precept, he ſpar'd no Pains, he fear d no Danger, 
he taught publickly, and from Houſe to Houſe, as 
he told the Elders of Epheſin, a little before my Text; 
and tho' Bonds and Affictions did attend him, yet none 
of theſe things, ſaid he, move me, as in my Text; and 
therefore he concluded, that there was laid up for 
him a Crown of Righteouſneſl, And this Concluſion 
may other Miniſters make alſo, who follow his Pattern. 

And let this ſuffice for that firſt general, which was 
to ſhew, what Courſe, as Miniſters, we have to finiſh, 
and how we may finiſh this Courſe with Foy. I ſhall 
be briefer in what follows, which is, 

Secondly, to ſhew why we ſhould not be di ſcourag d 
at Bonds and Afiitions z no, nor count our Lives dear 
unto us, ſo we may finiſh our Courſe with Foy. Thele 
Reaſons may be given for it. ; 

1. Becauſe Chriſt hath made it our Duty to take up 
the Croſ, when God in his Providence calls to it. There 
is nothing in Scripture more plain than this. I ſhall 
pur you in mind of one or two places, Mat. 16. 24. 
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after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up bs Croft, and 
follow me. Luke 14. 26. 27. If any Man come after me, 
and hate not hu Father and Mother, and Wife and Chil- 
dren, and Brethren and Siſters, yea, and hs own Life 
alſo, be cannot be my Diſciple. And, whoever doth not 
bear hu Crofi,, and come after me, cannot be my Diſciple. 
And therefore our Saviour in the following Verſes, 
from v. 28. to v. 33. doth adviſe his Followers to fir 
down, and count the Coft, before they engage in his 
Service. And this being fo, that Chriſt hath inform'd 
us of theſe things, and hath made ir our Outy to take 
up rhe Croſs when call'd to it, we ſhould not be mov d 
ar theſe things when Bonds and Affii&ions do actually 
befal us, becauſe it is a part of thoſe Terms on which 
we entred into Chriſt's Service. 

2. We ſhould nor be diſcourag'd at Bonds and Affli- 
ctions, no, nor count our Lives dear unto us, if we 
can bur finiſh our Courſe with Joy ; that ſo we may be 
like aur Saviour Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians, Chriſt himſelf hath given us a moſt 
excellent and encouraging Pattern. He was not dif- 
courag'd at Bonds and Afflictions, neither did he count 
his Life dear unto him. Tis ſaid, for the Foy that 
was ſet before him, he endured the Crofi, and deſpiſed 
the Shame, Heb. 12. 2. And we are bid in that place 
to lool unto Jeſus, to eye him, as a Pattern, 

We have alſo the Example of Chriſt's Apeſt les, who 
did nor count their Lives dear, when God call'd them 
to give em up. We need go no further than my Text 
for an Inſtance, where Sr. Paul tells us, that tho' the 
Holy Ghoſt witneſſed, that Bonds and Afflictions did 
attend him; yer, none of theſe things, (aid he, move 
me, neither count I my Life dear unte me, that I may 
finiſh my Courſe with Foy, and the Miniſtry that I have 
receiv'd. And at another time, when the —_ 
would have diſſwaded him from going to Feruſalem, 
where he was like to meet with Trouble, ſaid he to 
them, A#s 21.13. Hhat mean ye to weep, and to break, 
my Heart, for I am ready, not to be bound only, but alſo 
to die at Jeruſalem for tbe Name of the Lord Jeſin. 


And 
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And in like manner the Primitive Chriſtians were 
not diſcourag d at Bends and Afflictions, they lov'd not 
their Lives unto the Death, Rev. 12. 11. And took 
jenfully the ſpoiling of their Goods, Heb. 10. 34. And 
therefore in Imitation of our bleſſed Lord, his Apoſtles 
and Diſciples, we ſhould nor be diſcourag'd at Bonds 
and Aſlictions, nor count our Lives dear to us, ſo that 
we may finiſh our Courſe with Foy; for ſurely the Di- 
ſeiple is not above his Maſter, nor the Servant above 
his Lord, as Chriſt tells us, Mat. 10. 24. 

3. We ſhould not be diſcourag'd at Bonds and Affli- 
Hions, becauſe the Foy at the End of aur Courſe will a- 
bundantly recompence all the Sufferings of this preſent 

Life, how many and how great ſoever they be. 
Not to inſiſt at this time on the Joy of Succeſ{ in our 
| Miniſtry, and the Joy of a good Conſcience, ariſing 
from the faithful diſcharge of our Duty, which is no 
ſmall Foy to a godly Miniſter ; I ſhall only ſpeak, un- 
der this Head, ro the Joy of a future Reward, which 
being put into the other Scale, our Bonds and Aſflicti- 
ons will bear no Proportion at all to it. What tho' we 
meet with Bonds and Afflictions, and do loſe our Lives 
in Chriſt's Cauſe ? Yer Heaven, my reverend Fathers 
and Brethren, will make amends for all this. St. Paul 
tells us, that as for his part, he reckon'd that the S- 
Frings of this preſent time are not worth to be com- 
par d with that Glory that ſhall be reveal'd in us, Rem. 
8. 18. He calls them bur Jig ht and momentany Suffe- 
rings, in compariſon of that exceeding and Eternal 
Weight of Glory, which lies at the End of them: And 
therefore, ſaid he, we faint not, 2 Cor. 4. 16, 17. For 
which cauſe we faint not, &c. for our light Affliion, 
which is but for a Moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and Eternal Weight of Glory. The Glory is 
ſo great, that the Apoſtle wanted Words to expres ir, 
as is plain from rhe manner of his Expreſſion: He 
calls it not only a Weigbe of Glory, bur an exceeding 
Weighr ; yea, a more exceeding Weighr; yea, he 
gocs a Step higher, and further adderh, a far more 
exceeding and eternal Weighr of Glory. And there- 
fore, as Miniſters or private Chriſtians, we ſhould 
| not 
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not be diſcourag'd at Bonds and Afflictions, neither 
ſhould we count our Lives dear unto us, ſo we may 
finiſh our Courſe with Joy; becauſe the Joy at the 
end 6f our Courſe will abundantly recompence all the 
Sufferings of this — Life, how great and how 
many ſoever they be. | 

And ſo I have done with the Doctrinal Part, and 
ſhall procced ro the | | 


Application. 


- 


ſhall be ro apply ir ro the preſent Occaſion, by run- 
ning a Parallel, in ſome reſpects, between St. Paul 


and your deceaſed Paftor, my honoured Father, 


whoſe Death gave Occaſion to this Diſcourſe. 

I ſhall nor preſume to run a Parallel in al reſpecta, 
for St. Pau! was an Extraordinary Perſon, who was 
call'd ro be an Apoſtle, and had his Commiſſion im- 
mediarely from Heaven, and was endow'd. with the 


Gift of Miracles, and was inſpir'd by the Holy Ghoſt, 


and was ſo abundant in Labours and Travels among 
the Genriles, that he is juſtly ſtiled the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, But yet in ſome reſpects a Compariſon may 
hold, and more particularly in ſuch things whereof 
my Text ſpeaks. Give me leave therefore to ob- 
ſerve to you the following Particulars. 


7. In the firſt place, St. Paul was a great Admirer 
of GO D's Grace. It is obſervable in the Words of 
my Text, where ſpeaking of the Miniſtry that he had 
receiv'd, of the Commiſſion which he had to preach 
the Goſpel, he could nor forbear ro give the Goſpel 
this Epither, namely, The Goſpel of the Grace of God. 
Whar is the Goſpel, bur the Doctrin of Salvation by 


Jeſus Chriſt ? And the whole of it is purely of Grace. 


he foundarion-Stone,and the middle-Stones, and the 
top- Stone in this Building, are all laid in Grace. The 
Apoſtle gives us a brief view of the whole Structure, 


from top to bottom, Rem. 8. 29, 30. For whom he did 
| E fore- 


The Improvement I ſhall make of this Diſcourſe, 
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foreknow he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to the 


Image of his Son, &c. Moreover, whom he-esd predeſti- 
nate, them he alſo called; and whom he called, them he 
juſtified ; and whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified. 
In this Text we have, as in a Map, the whole Stru- 
cture of Man's Salvation, extending it ſelf from one 
Eternity to another; and every Stone in this Build- 
ing is laid in God's Grace, from the faundation- Stone 
to the top- Stone; as St. Paul teſtifies in other 
places. | | 
1. The foundation-Stones in rhis Building, which 
were laid before-time, are Election and ' 
v. 29. For whom he did foreknow he alſo did predeſtinate 
to be conformed to the Image of his Son, &c. This 
doth not hold true of bare Preſcience, or ſimple Fore- 
knowledg, for 20 Perſons were foreknown by God, 
but al were not predeſtinated to be conform'd to the 
Image of his Son. Therefore the Text ſpeaks of a 
Special Foreknowledg, of ſuch a Foreknowledg as was 
accompanied with a Predeſtination to a conformity 
unto Chriſt's Image, the Image of his Holineſ; and 
ſo it is the ſame with God's Election. In which ſence 
the word is again uſed by the ſame' Apoſtle, Rom. 
11. 2. God hath not caſt away his People whom he fore- 
knew, i. e. whom he foreknew with a gracious Pur- 
poſe to ſave, whom he elected. So then the founda- 
tion-Stones of this Building are Ele&ion and Predeiti- 
nation, And if we look to theſe foundation-Stones, 
we ſhall find they were laid in God's Grace. Eph. 1. 
4, 5, 6. According as he hath choſen us in him, before 
the Foundation of the World, that we ſhould be holy, and 
without blame before him in Love: having prede#tina- 
ted us unto the Adoption of Children by Jeſis Chriſt to 
himſelf, according to the good pleaſure of his Will, to 
the praiſe of the glory of his Grace, &c. God's Election 
and Predeſtination did not depend on foreſeen Faith 
and Holineſs, The Text ſaith, He hath choſen us in 
him before the foundation of the World, that we ſhould 
be holy. Holineſs is here made a Fruit of Election, 
not che Cauſe of it; the Cauſe of it was God's ſove- 
reign good Pleaſure, as the Apoſtle tells us at the 5rh 
| | Verſe, 
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Verſe, and all #o the praiſe of the Glory of his 
Grace, | | 

2. The midale- Stones in this Building are Vocation 
and Fuftification ; ſo it follows, Ver. 30. Moreover, 
whom he did predeſtinate, them he called; and whom be 
called, them he alſo juftified, &c. ¶ Them he called ] 
7. e. whom he did predeftinate to be conformed to the 
Image of his Son, theſe he called in time to an anal 
conformity to this Image. So that by Vocation here, 
we are not to underſtand meerly an outward calling by 
the preaching of the Word, in which ſence all that 
ſit under the Miniſtry of the Word may be ſaid to be 
called; but we are to underſtand it of an Efetual 
calling, of ſuch a calling as includes in it Sanctiſica- 
tion: For which reaſon Sanctiſication, which is a 
material Part in this Building, is not mention d by the 
Apoſtle in this place; for ro be called with an effe- 
Ctual calling, and to be ſanctiſied, are the ſame ching. 
might farther add, Tis ſuch a calling as hath Fuſtz+ 
fication annex d to it, which only holds true of Effe- 
ctual calling: For ſo it follows, [Mom be caled, 
them he alſo juſtiſied.] Now juſtification conſiſts in 
the free remiſſion of all our Sins, and the accepting us 
as righteous in God's Sight for the Rightcoulneſs of 
Chriſt kmpured ro us, when we believe, And this is 
the Privilege of all thoſe that are effeFually called; 
for Juftificarion and Sanctification are inſeparable 
Bleſſings, and from the Preſence of the one we may 
prove the Being and Preſence of the other. 

Now, if we look to theſe middle-Stones in this 
Building, namely, Vocation and Fuſtification, which 
are laid in time, theſe alſo are laid in God's Grace. 
So is Vocation, or Effectual Calling, 2 Tim, 1. 9. 
Who hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our Works, but according to his own 


Purpoſe and Grace. And therefore ſaid the Apoſtle, 


app 
Tam, 1 Cor. 15. 10. And ſpeaking of others, Mio 


(faith he) maketh thee to differ from another? And 
what haft thou that thou haft not received? 1 Cor, 


4: 7, 
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ying it to himſelf, By the Grace of God I am what 
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And fo for Fuſtification, he aſcribes this alſo to 
God's Free-Grace, Rom. 3. 24, 25. Being juſtified 
freely by his Grace, thro the Redemption that is in 
Feſus Chriſt, whom God hath ſet forth to be a Propitia- 
tion through Faith in his Blood, &c. The Means on 
our part is Faith in Chri's Blood, or relying on the 
Blood and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and pleading this 
for our Pardon and Acceptance before God. And 
accordingly Fairh, in this notion of ir, is the moſt 
Soul-emptying Grace that is; for it makes a Perſon 
go out of himſelf to Chriſt for Righteouſneſs, and 
ro glory with the Church: Ja. 45. 25. In the Lord 
have I righteouſneſs, &c. and ſo it is adapted in a ſpe- 
cial manner to exalr God Grace. And accordingly 
| faith the Apoſtle, Ie is by Faith, that it might be by 
5 Grace, Rom. 4. 16. | 
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Wl! 3. Laſtly, the y 6 in this Building, which is 
"mn laid when Time ſhall be no more, is Glorification ; 
18 for ſo it follows in that forequoted Text, Rom. 8. 30. 
1 1 ; | And whom he juitified, them he alſo glorified, or hath 
N ; decreed to gloriftie : Bur becauſe rhe Decrees of God 
are ſurc, and will certainly be ful filled, tis ſpoken as 
| a thing already done, ¶ hom he juftified, them he al- 
q ſo glorified.) And if we look ro this top-Stone, we 
ihall alſo find it to be laid in Grace: Eph. 2. 8, 9. By 
Grace ye are ſaved through Faith, and that not of your 
G ſelves, it is the Gift of God ; not of Works, leſt any Man 
ö ſhould boaſt. 
k Upon the whole you ſee that St. Paul aſcribes the 
| | whole of our Salvation, from firſt to laſt, ro God's 
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Grace, and was a ſtiff defender of the Grace of God 
| againſt the Legali/ts and Self-Fuiticiaries of his time. 
| And my honoured Father, your deceaſed Paſtor, wrote 
after this Copy; for he alſo was a great Admirer 
of God's Grace, both in Election, Converſion, Juſtiti- 
cation, and Salvation ; and a ſtiff Defender of this 
Doctrin, againſt thoſe who are called in our days by 
rhe Name of Arminians. In this reſpect then there 
was ſome Agreement, 
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2. St. Paul was not diverted from preaching the 
Goſpel by Bonds and Affiiions. Tho' the Spirit wit- 
nefled, that in every City Bonds and Afflictions did 
attend him, Lee none of theſe things (ſaid he) move me, 
neither count I my Life dear unto my ſelf, ſo that I may 
finiſh my Comrſe with Foy. | | 
And in ſome proportion this may be apply'd ro 
your deceaſed Paſtor, who was not diverted from 
preaching of the Goſpel, tho Bonds and Afiitions 
did attend him; for he had his Tryals of this kind 
almoſt ever ſince he enter d upon the Miniſtry, which 
is now upward of Fifty Years. | 

His firſt Ejectment was at Oxford, where he had 
taken his Degree of Maſter of Arts, and was admit- 
ted a Fellow of Magdalen College, but was pur out of 
his Fellowſhip for refuſing ro ſubmit to Reordination, 
having been Ordain'd according to the Presbyterian 
way, that being the common way of Ordaining 
rhroughour rhe Kin dom, at that time, when he firſt 
enter'd on the Miniſtry. 

And not long after, when the Act of Uniformity 
rook place, which was in the Year 1662, he was 
forc'd to leave his Publick Place at Sherborn, where 
he had been an Aſſiſtant to Mr. Bampfield for the ſpace 
of Four Years, and ro whoſe joynt Labours GOD 
had given remarkable Succeſs, both as to the Refor- 
mation of the Town in general, and the Converſion of 
many Souls. | 

And now he had nothing in view before him but 
Bonds Aflitions : For, thinking himſelf bound 
by his Muination-Vow to preach the Goſpel, and con- 
fidering\wirth himſelf, that no Laws of Men can 
ſuperſede\the Law of G O D, he reſolv'd to imitate 
rhe Apeſtles of Chriſt, who being commanded to 
preach no more in the Name of Jeſus, made this 
modeſt Reply: bether it be right in the * 


God, to hear len unto you more than unto God, judge e; 


as you have it, Ad. 4. 19. Accordingly Mr. Bamp- 
field and my Reverend Father yo * Private Meering 
in the Town of Sherborn, for whi 


ch they were ap: 
| prehended, 
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prehended, and ſent as Priſoners to the Neu- Inn in 
that Town, and with conſiderable Charges, being 
firſt bound over to the next Aſixes, were diſmis d 
again. 5 i 
ker this he remov'd, and lived at Dunkerton, not 
far from Bath, where he ſer up a Meeting, and preach- 
ed the Goſpel, as he had opportuniry, norwithſtanding 
Bonds and Afﬀtitions did attend him: For he was there 
alſo apprehended, and ſent a Priſoner to 7/cheſter Goal, 
where he endur'd eleven Weeks Impriſonment, and 


then was releas'd upon making his appearance. at the 


Quarrter-Sefſions. | 

After this, he was vexed in the Biſhops Court, and was 
Excommunicated, and a Writ being out de Excommu- 
nicato Capiendo, this forc'd him for a time to leave his 
Dwelling, and to wander up and down, having no cer- 
tain Abiding-place ; and whilt he was from Home, 
there was'a Warranr is againſt him for Sixty Pounds, 
having been convicted for Preaching at two ſeveral 
Meetings, the firſt Offence being Twenty Pounds, and 
the ſecond Forty. 3 | 

And having ſurvived theſe Troubles, another War- 
rant of Twenty Pounds Fine was our againſt him for be- 
ing ara Meeting, which Warrant was executed, and 
the Money was paid, | 

In tort, the whole time of his Miniſtry, excepting a 
little at the beginning, and the Year of Indulgence in 
1672, and the preſent Toleration Eftabliſh'd by Law, 
was full of Trouble and Danger, wherein he was liable 
to Bonds and Afflictions, ro Fines and Impriſonments; 
yer he was nor diverred by theſe things from Preaching 
of the Goſpel : We may ſay of him, in ſome proportion, 
as of St. Paul in the words of my Text, None of theſe 
things moved him, | 
3. Laſtly, St. Paul had the Foy of Succeſs in his La- 
bours. As heaim'd at this Joy, namely, that he might 
finiſh his Courſe with Joy, which takes in the Joy of 
Succeſs as well as other things, as before explain'd, ſo 
God bleſt him with this Joy, he had many Converts, 
many Scals to his Miniſtry. As laboured abundantly 
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by teaching publickly, and from Houſe ro Houſe, 2 


himſelf tells us, « little before my Text, v. 20. ſo God 
bleſt his Labours abundanrly ; for it might be ſaid not 
only of fing/e Perſons, but of Churches alſo, that this 
and that Man, this and that Church, was born there, 
namely, under his Miniftry. An | 

And tho' we pretend not to run a Parallel in this 
reſpect, yet ſomething may be ſaid of your deceaſed 
Paſtor ; for God gave him many Seals to his Miniſtry, 
There be many at Sherborn, and the places adjacent, 
that have own'd, and will own to this day, that his 
Preaching was a means of their Converſion. And "ris nor 
long ſince I preached a Funeral Sermon for one, who 
choſe his own Text with this Remark on ir, That 
*rwas a Sermon on that Text, preached formerly by 
my Father-in-Law Mr. Philips, that God was pleaſed 
to make Inſtrumental for his Converſion ; not to ſpeak 
of rhe Succeſs of his Miniſterial Labours in your Parts, 
and other places in the Country : So that it may be 
ſaid of him alſo, that chi and that Man was born there, 
namely, under his Miniſtry. And how uſeful he has 
been in the Planting of Churches, in ſetting them up, 
_ keeping them up, is well known ro you in th 

1 | 

He did not confine his Labours to the Pulpit, but 
imitated St. Paul in this, in teaching privarely, and 
from Houſe to Houſe, His Viſits uſually were but ſhorr, 
bur ſeldom or never without ſome Pious Inſtruction or 
Counſel, or ſome Diſcourſe of the Things of God. 

I think I may truly ſay of him, he was an able Mi- 
niſter of the New Teſtament, a Workman that needed 
not to be aſhamed ; being a ſmarr, lively, affectio- 
nate Preacher, and having an admirable Gift of Prayer ; 
under whoſe Miniſtry, and whoſe Prayer, a Perſon 
could not chuſe bur profit and be affected, unleſs ir 
were his own fault. 

But now the Voice of this Preacher is ſtopt, he has 
finiſhed his Courſe, his Work is done. You that have 
ſeen him in this place often, will never ſee him in the 
Pulpit more. You that have heard him with ſo much 
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Delight, will never hear him preach a Sermon motg 
And you that remain d unconverted under his Miniſtry, 
will never hear a Call from him more. He has done 3 
Fading God's Cauſe in this Place, and defending his 
Truth. He has now bid an Everlaſting Farewel to his 
Paſtoral Work. He ſhall watch over, exhort, rebuke, 
guide, direct, admoniſh, and comfort you no more. 
_ We muſt+go to him, but he ſhall not return to us, 
Ler us 3 my Brethren, both Miniſters and 
People, in our ſeveral Stations, ſo act and live now 
that we may meet at laſt with Foy. The word of 
Exhortation I would leave with you, in ſhorx, is this 
Let ws ſo endeavour to live now, that me ina) ful our 
Courſe with Foy. We have all a Race, a Courſe before 
us: Let us ſo run, that we may obtain. In order 
ſome Directions were given in the Doctrin⸗ 
part of this Diſcourſe, whereto I ſhall refer you; and 
only at preſent recommend to you St. Pauls Reſolution 
in the words of my Text, That Whatever Difficulties 
may ariſe, you would not be diverred from the wa 
of your Duty. Let us ſay with him, that tho" Box 
and Afflidtions do attend us, yet none of theſe things 
move ws, neither count we our Lives dear unto us, fa 
we may finiſh our Courſe with Fey. Which God of 
his Infinite Mercy grant, in his due tim. 
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